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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With regards to claims 1-24 the reasons for allowance have been stated in Office Action 
dated Jan. 28, 2004. 

With regards to new claims 25-32: Claim 25 has been found to be allowable over the 
prior art because the prior art fails to teach or suggest an electronic timepiece comprising a 
discharge control unit for starting discharge of the battery when an external input signal ordering 
start of discharge start is input with the external input unit, and for stopping the discharge when 
comparison result by a comparator unit satisfies a discharge stop condition, in combination with 
the remaining limitations of said claim, in combination with the remaining limitations of said 
claim. 

Claims 26-32 have been found to be allowable as being dependent upon the allowable 
claim 25. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art cited in the PTO-892 disclose related devices. JP62263492A to Sase 
discloses an overcharge detection system for a timepiece. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeanne-Marguerite Goodwin whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0264. 
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